UNDERTAKING A
SITE SURVEY

BEGINNERS GUIDE TO GARDENING
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SITE
: SURVEY

The starting point for any garden
design is to fully understand your
own garden space and the gardens
/ exterior elements that influence
the look and feel of your garden

IDENTIFYING
MICROCLIMATES

Identify which way your garden is
facing and mark out how much sun
the different garden areas receive.
This will influence where you may
want to sit in the garden and which
plants will thrive there.

Pro tip: The time of year you
undertake the site survey is
important to remember. During
winter, trees and shrubs may have
lost their leaves, and the sun will
stay much lower - factor this into
your design process
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UNDERSTAND THE
GARDEN DIMENSIONS

As your first task you want to create a sketch of the
garden drawn to scale so get outside and measure
up your garden. You will likely need a decent-sized
tape measure — possibly up to 30m.

If your sketching skills are not quite up to scratch -
you can try some free software such as myGarden
by Gardena.

Start by identifying and getting the dimensions of
the main boundary lines. Note what type of fencing
has been used and what state of repairitisin. The
style of fencing plays a big role in defining the
dimensions of the garden.

Mark the house on the plan as well as main doors,
windows and side access.

Key plants and features that will remain as part of
the design should be noted down

Now, look at external features beyond your
boundary lines such as a neighbour’s garden
trampoline or overhanging trees.

Pro tip: To ensure your diagram is accurate, measure the
distance to any garden objects from two points, i.e. from
two corners of your house. This method of triangulation is
far more accurate and should save any problems in the
future.
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https://www.gardena.com/uk/garden-life/garden-planner/

ACTIVITY

Identifying Microclimates

Note down what way your garden is facing and how much sun
different areas receive.

Create a sketch of your garden

Measure your garden, then draw main boundaries and house layout
(doors, windows and side access). Add in key plants and features that

will remain part of the design. (You can use myGarden by Gardena to
help if required).
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